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Government influences people’s lives in all aspects. The government affects which school we go to, what kind of food we eat, how taxes are collected and spend, how we use our time and the type of education we receive (Bardes et al., 2016). The government provides public goods such as security and education and protects them for people. In the United States, people tend to govern themselves through democracy and capitalism. Democracy ensures freedom of choice instead of being controlled by the government, while capitalism relies on individuals who prefer to influence political systems to preserve their liberty (Krutz, 2019). There are three models of power the government uses to govern and rule its citizen s. They include the power elite model, the pluralist method of power and authority, and governing class models. This paper addresses the model of power and authority that the American government exercises over the citizens.
Against Elitism and Governing Class Model of Power and Authority
Elitism
The elite model of power and authority advocates for a set of elite people who influences the US government. C. Wright Mills, in his book The Power Elite, argues that power in the government is concentrated and controlled by political elites, business, and military (Krutz, 2019). The elite theory argues that the political elites, corporate and military use their wealth to controls the economy of the nation. According to elite theory, the elites have more power than politicians. The elites ensure that those below them cannot advance economically to remain in control of the economy (Bardes et al., 2016). They make decisions that benefit them from the nation’s resources. Bardes et al. assert that force is indoctrinated and politicians bid with the elites instead of performing the ordinary citizens' responsibilities. Law and order are maintained by force, and most Americans believe that the elites favor the government and should govern the ordinary people.
Although in elite theory, they believe there is low accountability of the elites, this has not been the case. For example, US President Donald Trump has been held accountable for the decreasing economy of the United States (Wilson, 2018). The elite theory argues that most US presidents, congress members, and elite business people have attended the Ivy League schools such as Columbia and Harvard. Elite theorists assume that these people now have the right to govern and rule America (Krutz, 2019). On the contrary, most elite members in society do not control or influence the government. Power does not rest on a few individuals or certain groups of people but is distributed throughout society. Not only the elites who have influence, but also certain interest groups which have more influence on certain issues. 
The Governing Class
	The governing class model of power and authority focuses on the elite power group, which has less or no accountability. According to William Domhoff’s book Who Rules America?, the social classes play a significant role than the masses (Bardes et al., 2016). The governing class works outside the law indoctrinating rebellion among themselves. Since they operate outside and above the law, it becomes difficult for them to be accountable for their actions and public resources. Krutz (2019) argues that freedom and rights are based on whom is the issue, not on the majority’s interests. Although these political elites seem to have the possibility of changing the system, it is not so in America because democracy rules and people elect the people they want. Political agendas are in the people, not the few individuals and military. It is no the rich who make rules but the majority representatives elected by the citizens. 

Support of The Pluralist Model of Power and Authority
The pluralist model of power and authority argues that power is distributed among the groups in society. Krutz (2019) asserts that groups in society can influence the government on specific issues.  For example, Environmental advocates and unions represent the people's interests to the government to make their desires and passions known. Since most citizens lack the time and expertise to make decisions on political issues, these groups speak and represent them. Through voting, the people are the source of power and authority. Pluralism theory argues that group interests are their form of democracy. The citizens will form groups to influence the government on the change they want to make in public policy. The constitution will check and limit the power the government exercise to citizens. 
Wealth does not prevail over the votes in the election. In his book Who Governs? Robert Dahl argues that citizens choose their leaders based on ideologies and not wealth (Krutz, 2019). The groups protect the interest of the people. Pluralism theorists see politics as a trudge to gain benefits among the groups. Governments' policy takes hope as different groups compete. Politicians in pluralism theory give people ideologies they want in exchange for their votes. The Democrats and Republicans party compete with each other in terms of ideas. Krutz (2019) argues that the political parties are two due to representatives elected in the congress and their areas of dominance. Two political parties make it easier to compete with the other's ideologies and chose the best presidential candidate in the United States. 
According to the pluralism theory, the press and the citizens have the freedom of speech, which is fundamental. The media acts as a watchdog of society while informing the citizens about what is happening in the country (Krutz, 2019). The press's freedom to release information to the citizens influences the government to be accountable in everything it does. Politicians need the media to thrive in politics. Politics needs coverage, while media looks for news to report (Bardes et al., 2016). It takes the integrity of media and politicians to have an effective democracy. For example, Krutz (2019) argues that Trump’s campaigns and election were based on the Americans' ideologies. The majority of Americans voted for him based on the pluralism theory. Trump was their presentative in government for their interests. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, the three government models have ever occurred in the United States in one way or the other. In fact, during ancient times, the political elites, military, and the corporate were the ones ruling in the United States. They exercised low accountability, the low impact of the public right of speech, and the ordinary could not achieve their dream. The governing class emerged in the early eighteenth century. The power elites would influence and control the government outside the constitution. Today, the pluralism model is governing the United States government. Citizens elect the people they want to represent them in government. The government is accountable, and the constitution limits the government’s power over people. Citizens freely express themselves, and their views have a strong influence on the political arena.
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